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PRESS RELEASE

Let’s celebrate World Autism Awareness Day by promoting
respect, acceptance and inclusion

On World Autism Awareness Day (2 April), Autism-Europe will launch a long-running awareness campaign
around the theme “Respect, Acceptance, Inclusion”. The objective of the campaign is to challenge people to
better understand what it is like to live with autism, providing a platform to shift the focus from mere
“awareness"” to “acceptance” of autism. People are invited to raise awareness on social media and during events
by symbolically passing a relay baton to promote greater inclusion and participation of people with autism in
society. This call for action is also extended to decisions-makers, underlining the need to foster inclusive policies
and promote the respect of the rights of people with autism.

Nowadays many people are aware of autism, currently affecting one in every one hundred people in Europe, yet very
few people actually understand what it means to live life on the autism spectrum. This lack of understanding creates
attitudinal barriers and lack of support that hamper the inclusion of autistic people in society. As such, persons with
autism often face a great deal of isolation from their local communities, and from society as a whole, all of which
reinforces the discrimination they face in many fields of life.

Autism-Europe invites policy-makers at the EU and Member State levels to take action to pave the way for a more
inclusive, neurodiverse society. Following the successful adoption of the Written Declaration on Autism by the
European Parliamentin September 2015, Autism-Europe is now calling on the European commission and EU national
governments to begin the next leg of the relay, following demands by the European Parliament to initiate a European
Strategy for autism. A strategy will be crucial for providing a coherent and holistic approach to supporting persons
with autism and their families and fostering the respect of their rights.

On World Autism Awareness day, Autism-Europe would like to emphasise the key role each member of society can
play in removing some of the core barriers to inclusion faced by people with autism, and recall the principles and
rights enshrined in the United Nations Convention on the Rights of People with Disabilities to bring about the
conditions for an inclusive society. As UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon points out in his message for World Autism
Awareness Day 2016, shunning people with autism from society is not only a “violation of human rights” but also a
“waste of human potential”. This reasoning is central to the calls for action in Autism-Europe’s campaign manifesto.

World Autism Awareness Day was declared by the United Nations General Assembly in 2007 as an annual day to
draw attention to the urgent needs of people with autism around the world.

Autism is a complex disorder that affects the brain. It impairs an individual’s social and communication abilities and
often causes them to display unusual or repetitive behaviours and interests. Currently, around 1in 100 children in the
European Union are diagnosed with autism.

Autism-Europe aisbl is an international association whose main objective is to advance the rights of people with
autism and their families and to help them improve their quality of life. It ensures effective liaison among more than
8o member autism organisations in more than 30 European countries, including 25 Member States of the European
Union, governments and European and international institutions. Autism-Europe is a member of the European
Disability Forum and the Social Platform.

e Moreinformation and interviews, please do not hesitate to contact Aurélie Baranger, Director of Autism-
Europe, in Brussels. Tel: +32 (0)2 675 75 o5 Email: aurelie.baranger@autismeurope.org

e You can support our campaign on social media by joining Thunderclap.

e Additional information on the campaign including the toolkit is available in our website.

e Follow us on social media and spread the message using the hashtag #AutismDay2016:
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